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Visiting Doctoral Fellowships at the John W. Kluge Center at the Library of Congress, 2025-26
Application deadline 5pm, Monday 15th September 
Applications should be emailed to: Research JRRIL research.jrril@manchester.ac.uk 
This fellowship has been created to support an outstanding doctoral student from The University of Manchester to undertake archival research at the Library of Congress, Washington DC. The successful candidate will spend up to three months as a full-time residential fellow at the John W. Kluge Center, Library of Congress, and will receive a bursary of £2,200 per month plus a return flight to Washington DC.
The purpose of this award is to support a University of Manchester researcher wishing to carry out archival research at The Library of Congress. The Library of Congress contains an outstanding collection of rare books, manuscripts, and special collections,  which present significant possibilities for doctoral research. Further details about the Library’s holdings can found here: https://www.loc.gov/rr/rarebook/ .
In addition to providing access to these collections, recipients will also be granted access to the John W. Kluge Center’s wider academic community, providing them with the chance to discuss their research with other postgraduate students and scholars. Fellows are expected to participate fully in the Kluge Center’s programme of events, including lectures, seminars and lunches. 
For more details on the Library of Congress see: https://www.loc.gov
For more details on the Kluge Center see: https://www.loc.gov/programs/john-w-kluge-center/about-this-program/
Eligibility and Application Procedure

These awards are open to all registered PhD students in the University of Manchester’s Faculty of Humanities – SEED, SALC, SoSS & AMBS. Candidates wishing to apply should provide the following information: 

· A title and outline of the research they propose to carry out at the Library of Congress, and how this research fits with their doctoral project (maximum three sides A4).
· An up to date CV and list of publications (where appropriate).

· Two letters of recommendation.

· A letter of support from their primary doctoral supervisor. Letters of support must attest that the candidate is on track for timely completion of their thesis. 

What will the applicant receive?

· A bursary of £2,200 per month plus a return flight to Washington booked for you via Key Travel.

· Access to the Rare Books and Special Collections held at the Library of Congress, Washington DC.

· Visiting fellow status at the John W. Kluge Center at the Library of Congress, Washington DC.

What is expected from the applicant?
· To undertake a period of residency of three calendar months at the John W. Kluge Center, Library of Congress, Washington DC.
· Be present for a minimum of four (4) days per week, and to sign in each day. Absences during the fellowship must be approved in advance.
· Active participation in the events at programmes at the Kluge Center.
· Fellows must work with the Library of Congress visa officer to obtain a Library-sponsored J-visa.
· Provide one (1) hard copy to the Library of Congress of any research published as a result of the JRRI fellowship, and provide credit on publications as follows: ‘This research was partially made possible by a period of residence at the John W. Kluge Center of the Library of Congress, which was funded by the John Rylands Research Institute.’
For questions about applications please contact:  

The Director of the JRRI, Professor Guyda Armstrong: guyda.armstrong@manchester.ac.uk 
Applicants will be informed of the outcome of the competition by 30 Sept 2025. It is expected that candidates will make prompt arrangements to visit Washington DC during the academic year 2025-2026, and their fellowship may be held at any time between 1 August 2025 and 31 July 2026.
The John Rylands Research Institute
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	Personal details


	Name



	Title of PhD thesis



	Name of academic supervisor(s) 



	Year of study



	Telephone number
	Email address



	Main subject area



	For non-UK nationals, please confirm your immigration status



	Non-UK sponsored students have received sponsor permission to undertake this placement?

Yes/No

	Please state all sources of funding including PDS and School funding



	Where applicable, has the student’s funding body approved this placement?



	Have you taken/do you intend to take time away from your study (for example, to carry out fieldwork)?

Yes/No

If yes, please provide details.



	Details of proposed research

	Please your research proposal and include: objectives; methodology; sources; how this project will contribute to your doctoral research and career development (max. 3 pages A4)

	Abstract of doctoral research 



	Objectives



	Methodology



	Sources to be consulted at the Library of Congress

Please consult the Library of Congress online catalogue.



	How this project will contribute to your doctoral research and career development



	Proposed start and end date of fellowship 
NB: fellowships for 2025/26 must be taken between 1 Oct 2025 and 31 July 2026



	Professional details


	Please provide an up to date curriculum vitae attached to your application as a separate document (maximum two pages)



	Please provide contact details (including email address) of two academic referees who can be contacted should your application be shortlisted



	Referee 1


	Referee 2
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