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Introduction 
Fame is a financial analysis database providing company information for over 2.8 million UK & Irish companies, and 
searchable via a wide range of criteria. Fame provides a range of financial data and data-charts including: 
 

 Company overviews: contact details, business descriptions, industry codes and status   

 Up to 10 years financial data (profit/loss, balance sheet, cash-flow) 

 Financial Ratios 

 Company shareholders and directors 

 Holdings & subsidiaries  
 
 

 
 
 
Accessing Fame 
 

 Fame can be accessed via the E-
Resources section of the MBS Library 
Website:  

 
http:www.mbs.ac.uk/library 
 

 Select “Databases”, “Companies”. You 
can then click on the link to Fame from 
the list of databases which appears. 
 

 Your Central University username and 
password is required for off-campus 
access 

 
 
 
Using Fame 
The database provides two search options: 
 

 Quick Search 

 Expert Search 
 
Once you have run your search(es), the database 
also allows you to manipulate & export your listings 
of results. You can also view and export company 
reports and data. 
 
You are also able to run a variety of analyses to 
compare and contrast the data you retrieve. 
 
Fame also provides a comprehensive Help facility. 
Click on the Help icon (located at top right of screen) 
at any time for detailed step-by-step instructions. 
The Quick Tour feature provides a series of useful 
introductory videos. 
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Fame: Company Information (UK & Eire) 

 How can Fame help me? 
  
The detailed data provided in Fame can help to: 
  

 Analyse and monitor company financial performance  

 Understand company structures 

 Research and analyse leading market players 

 Compare competitors and create peer analysis reports 

 Identify listings of companies by sector, region, company size 

 Research company shareholders and directors         
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The Quick Search is located at the top of the screen and allows you to select companies in one easy step. You 
can search for companies using a variety of criteria such as Name, SIC code or Location. 
 
Quick Search is a good option if you are searching for a specific company, as in the example below, where we 
have specified “Tesco”. 
 

  
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Fame: Searching 

Select the search criteria, by which 
you want to run your search, from 

the drop down list. 

Next, type in the details 
of what you are looking 

for, then click on the 
spyglass icon to run the 

search 

The Advanced Search (located underneath Quick Search) gives you access to a much wider range of search 
criteria. You can easily combine a number of these criteria to create very detailed, targeted searches, and 
generate lists of companies which match what you are looking for:  
 
The example below demonstrates how to combine a number of search criterions to develop a detailed search. 
For the purposes of this example we will search for the following: 
 
“Companies based in Manchester, with a turnover greater than 5 million, which are engaged in the 
manufacture of food & drink”.                                                           

Here we have used the Grouped 
View to look for our first Search 

criteria. After selecting the 
Location grouping – We can 

select Postal Regions in order to 
search for Manchester. 

 
Note that you can also view an 

Alphabetical list of all the 
different search criteria – You 

can also type what you are 
looking for (e.g. “Turnover)” by 

using the Find a criterion 
option. 

 
These options are highlighted in 

Red. 
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Once you have selected a criterion another screen appears allowing you to enter the specific information: 
1. Type “Manchester” in the search box, a list of matching entries will appear, use the checkbox to 

make the appropriate selection. 
2. Your selection will appear in the right hand pane of the screen. 
3. Click OK to add your selection to the search strategy. 

4 

5 

4. You will now be returned to the main search screen – Notice how our search step selecting 
Manchester has been added to the Search Strategy box at the foot of the screen. The numbers 
indicate how many companies will be available to list using the current search strategy (i.e. there 
are 36,261 companies based in Manchester. 

5. You can now add the next stage of the search strategy – To add “Food and Drink manufacturers” 
to the search, first select Industry, then select UK SIC (2003) classification. 
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6. Manufacture of Food Products & Beverages is Number 15 so click this box – N.B. These headings 
can be expanded to select more specific industry headings. There is also a search facility at the 
top of the screen where you can directly enter details of the industry you’re looking for. 

7. Your selection will appear in the right hand pane of the screen. 
8. Click OK to add your selection to the search strategy. 

8 

9 

10 

9. Notice how this latest step has been added to the search strategy – As you would expect 
combining the steps greatly reduces the number of results (This tells us there are 120 companies 
manufacturing food & beverages based in Manchester 

10. Now move onto the final stage of the search – To select Turnover you will need to select 
Financials, then click on the Profit & Loss Account tab. 
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16 

13 

11. Entering 5000 in the Minimum value box will ensure that we only retrieve companies with a 
turnover greater than 5 million. 

12. You can use the Top drop down menu to select only the top 10, 25, 50 companies if you wish. 
13. Click on OK to add this final search step in  

14. The Search Strategy box at the foot of the screen displays the number of companies which 
comply with each search step (in this case 18) 

15. The Boolean search box allows you to specify how you want to link each search step – Use 
“AND” “OR” or “AND NOT” to define how each step is linked (AND is the default option) 

16. Finally click on View List of Results to display all the companies which match your search 
criteria. 

14 
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Fame: Listing 

The list of companies complying with your chosen search criteria displays as above. Note that you can 
modify your original search (or create a new one), by using the navigation menu on the right hand side. 
 

1. The shaded column indicates the criteria by which the list is sorted (in this case Turnover) 
2. You can change the lead criteria for sorting by clicking on the arrows in the relevant column 
3. You can remove unwanted columns by using the “delete” icon 
4. To access a report of an individual company within the list simply click on the company name. 

1 

2 
3 

4 

The list toolbar is located above the list results and provides a number of useful options. Click on the 
relevant icons to: 
 

 Save your search strategy and save results for later consultation (Remember to give this a 
memorable name as it will be stored on the publisher’s server). 

 Delete companies from the search 

 Set up email alert notifications (You will be notified when updated data for the companies on 
your list becomes available. 

 Export your list to Microsoft Excel 

 Email the list to a nominated email account. 

 Print the list in full. 
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Fame: Reports 

1 

3 

 
Once you have clicked a company name from the results list the individual report will display in 
full: 
 

1. You can use these arrows to navigate through individual reports from all the companies in 
the list. 

2. Use the Report format button if you want to change the way the report is displayed. 
Clicking on New report or Add/ remove sections will take you to the report wizard – This 
allows you to create your own version of a company report which displays only the 
sections you are interested in. 

3. Click on any of the individual report sections to display only that section in full on the 
screen. 

4. Each individual section has icons which allow you to maximise, hide or delete the section. 
Once maximised you can export sections individually. Some sections containing data have 
a layout button which can be used to add or remove various data elements from that 
section.  

5. The toolbar again presents similar options to those provided at the list stage, allowing you 
to set up alerts, export data and print. 

 
2 

4 
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Fame: Analyses 

Once you have run a search, you are able to run a variety of powerful analyses on your search results: 

Analyses become available once you have run a search – Access 
via the navigation menu on the right hand side of the screen: 
 

 Segmentation: Allows a two dimensional analysis on 
selected companies and variables. 

 

 Peer Analysis: Allows you to compare selected 
companies using fully customable tables and graphs. 

 

 Aggregation: Allows you to sum up the lines of selected 
companies’ accounts, and view in customable tables 
and graphs. 

 

 Statistical distribution: Allows you to analyse how a 
specific variable is distributed in a group of companies. 

 

 Concentration analysis: Allows you to determine the 
weight of each selected company for any financial 
variable. 

 

 Linear regression: Can be used to determine the 
relationship between two random variables by plotting 
(in a two dimensional graph) all the observations and 
constructing a straight line that best fits the data.  For detailed information on how to run a specific analysis – use the Help option at the top of the screen 

 
The Quick tour feature has a separate video entitled Analyses which shows you how to construct a detailed 
analysis of your choice. 
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Orbis: Other  Reports Option 

Further Support 
A full research and enquiry service is available across the Eddie Davies Library & Precinct Library during core 
hours. You can contact us in person, or alternatively by telephone or email. 
 

Eddie Davies Library     Precinct Library 
Manchester Business School (West)  Manchester Business School (Crawford House) 
Booth St. West.     Oxford Rd. 
Manchester     Manchester 
M15 6PB     M13 9QS 
Telephone: +44 (0)161 275 6507  Telephone: +44 (0)161 306 3200 
 
Email:  libdesk@mbs.ac.uk    
Web:  http://www.mbs.ac.uk/library   

Alternatively try our Business Answers 24/7, a searchable database of frequently asked questions, providing 
guidance on the library databases or our Business Research Plus blog providing useful tips on business 
research topics.  

 
Manchester Business Answers 24/7:   http://www.mbs.ac.uk/bizlib247  
Business Research Plus:        http://bizlib247.wordpress.com 
 
 

  Keep up to date with the latest library news via our RSS feed or follow us on Twitter 
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