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Country Information - Introduction 
 
 
 
What type of information ? 

 
�  Economic Statistics   (e.g. Inflation, GDP, Trade Balance). 
�  Country Factfile        (e.g. Main Industries, Energy, Economy).  

 
 

Why would you use this type of information ? 
 

�  Marketing Study:  access to quantitative data to support marketing 
channel choice. 

 
�  Business Plan:  access to country risk factors – political, economic, 

legal, tax, security, to inform planning decisions. 
 

�  Project:  access to a variety of  reports not available elsewhere, noting 
trends and the ‘competitive landscape’ affecting companies in different 
countries. 

 
 

Library electronic resources include:   
 
·  Business Source Premier,  
·  Passport GMID,  
·  Global Insight,   
·  Global Financial Database. 
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Business Source Premier   
(International coverage). 
 
Search the database to provide a Country Report            (Source: Datamonitor). 
   
Title:      China                     Publication Type:   Country Report 
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Click on ‘SEARCH’. Enter search term(s) in box, (e.g. Trade Balance), click on 
‘Filter/Tree’ button and select option(s).  
Click on ‘Now Choose Geographies’ button to select countries. 
 
 

 
 

Passport GMID.   
(International coverage). 
 
 
Country Statistics, with option to export to Excel, PDF or print.  
 
 
Country Factfiles include ‘Main Industries’, ‘Economy’, ‘Energy’, ‘Statistical 
Summary’, ‘Imports and Exports’. 
 
 
GMID:   Global Market Information Database. 
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Passport GMID. 
 
 
Geography options include many standard country groupings, such as EU, NAFTA (North 
American Free Trade Agreement) and G8. These groupings are frequently referenced in the 
text of articles and reports, but not always fully listed. This database therefore provides a 
useful point of reference with regard to country listings.   
 
Select France, Germany and United Kingdom by clicking on ‘G8’ and deselecting (using 
cross in blue box) Japan, Russia, Canada, USA and Italy.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
Next, click on ‘Run Search’ to display results.  
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Passport GMID. 
 
Select results and choose between ‘Statistics’ and ‘Analysis’ (Country Factfiles). 
 
 

 
 
 
‘Statistics’ results. Modify date range using ‘Change Time Series’ option. 
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Passport GMID. 
 
‘Analysis’ option displays Country Factfiles. 
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Select ‘Country Intelligence’. 
 

 
 
Next, select the Country Report option. ‘Brazil’ indicated on the drop down menu. 
 

 

Global Insight.   
(International coverage). 
 
Country Reports covering ‘Key Issues to Watch’, ‘Political Outlook’, ‘Economic 
Outlook’ (with charts) and ‘Key Facts and Demographics’. 
 
Access:  Click on ‘Customer Login’ (top right), next ‘Global Insight’ (left centre) 
and   If you wish to use your Internet identity  click here  (bottom left) to begin. 
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Global Insight 
 
 
Report for ‘Brazil’, including:   ‘Political Outlook’, ‘Economic Outlook’ and ‘Key Facts 
and Demographics’. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
When developing a Business Plan for a particular country, the availability of risk factors 
can be useful. The ‘Six-Factor’ country risk listed for each country for Political, Economic, 
Legal, Tax, Operational and Security allow pertinent comparisons between countries. 
Whilst a country may offer an appealing market offering growth potential, the negative 
impact of one or more risk factors may rule out a country as a target to develop new 
business opportunities. 
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Search screen. 
 

 
 
 

Global Financial Database  [GFD]  
 
Registration Required.  
 
GFD contains quantitative data for countries, which can be searched from the ‘GFD 
Autosearch’ box in the top left corner of the screen. By waiting a second, matching 
options appear in a list, from where the required measure can be selected. 
 
Initially displays a chart, with the option to select a ‘Description’ of the data and 
‘Download Data’ through a table giving numerous options, such as output format  
(e.g. Excel 2007). 
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Matching results from search term entered (GDP). Click on the required measure to select. 
 

 
 
 
Chart view: data for ‘Great Britain Annualized Gross Domestic Product’ [GDP]. 
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Download data option. Once selections are made, click on the ‘Download’ button:  
 

 
 
 
Excel sheet displaying data, from the ‘Price Data’ tab (bottom left of screen).  
Nb. Column width needs to be widened manually to display data correctly.  
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Additional Source: 
 

·  ESDS  (Economic and Social Data Service). 
 
 
Many data sets linked to countries, from bodies such as: IMF, OECD, UN and World Bank.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[BPH, 12/2010] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[BPH, 04/2011] 

Contact us: 
 
 
MBS Library Enquiry Service  
Eddie Davies Library  
Tel: 0161 275 6507 
Email: libdesk@mbs.ac.uk      
 
Precinct Library 
Tel: 0161 306 3200 
 
Monday – Friday: 09.00 – 19.00 
Saturday:      10.00  – 18.00   
 
MANCHESTER BUSINESS ANSWERS 24/7:    
http://go.mbs.ac.uk/bizlib247  
 
Try our Business Answers 24/7, a searchable database of frequently asked 
questions providing guidance on the library databases and business 
research topics.  
 

  Keep up to date with the latest library news via our RSS feed 
or follow us on Twitter 
 


